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EDITORIAL NOTES 


HE best wish that can possibly be extended to the read- 
T ers of this Magazine is that they may all enjoy, during 
the year 1909, fellowship with Christ in a higher and 
deeper sense than ever they have known before. It has been 
well said that fellowship with Christ is Christianity, and every 
believer will agree that the sum of all knowledge is to know 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent. 
When a person has this knowledge—makes it his own, so 
that it becomes his inward possession which none can take 
away—it is like life-blood in the heart. Fellowship with 
Christ is not the mere intellectual acceptance of Christianity. 
Much of the confusion into which men have drifted on re- 
ligious subjects has come from intellectual disquisitions about 
Christ and His salvation. It is with the heart that man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness, says the apostle Paul; and after’ 
we believe with the heart, confession is made with the mouth 
unto salvation. Intellectual knowledge passes away, but if 
we open the Bible and consider God’s dealings with His 
people, we shall be able by the light of divine truth to look 
into our own hearts; and if we believe with our hearts, we 
shall prove the truth of the promise of Jesus Christ to be! 
with us until death shall close our mortal eyes. Then we shall 
open them in the realms of glory, for Jesus Christ the Son of 
God, said, “I go to prepare a place for you, that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” In the meantime, however, we are 
not left alone, and He ever liveth to make intercession for us. 
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Fellowship with Christ on Earth and in Heaven 

Every person who enjoys fellowship with Christ can say: 
“Jesus is my personal Saviour and friend; and He wants me 
to ask of Him at all times whatever my soul needs to round 
out my pilgrimage here, and to enjoy Him forever in the 
future life.” Believers in Christ who have been taught by 
the Holy Spirit to be His disciples have everlasting life. In 
the fullness of His fellowship the life that now is and the life 
that is to come are one. The wealth of the man of this world 
is unstable and often takes wings and flies into the hands of 
others; but the gift of God in the friendship and companion- 
ship of Christ is stable and can be the possession of everyone 
who will ask Him for it, in the name of His beloved Son. 


The Roman Catholic People Deprived of this Fellowship 

The theologians and the people of the Roman Catholic 
Church cannot comprehend what fellowship with Christ 
means while their Church teaches them that the priests, as 
administrators of the sacraments, are the only channels of 


grace through whom God will do anything for any person, 
and that no one who tries to approach God, except through 
them has any chance of being heard or answered. It is a 
monstrous doctrine that there is no salvation for the human 
race, no forgiveness of sins, no reconciliation with God, no 
entrance into Heaven, except through the hands of the hier- 
archy. Some modern priests, like the Paulist fathers, endeavor 
to minimize this doctrine by talking about “the soul of the 
Church.” What they mean, of course, nobody knows, any 
more than themselves. But the plain fact remains that the 
Catholic people are dependent upon the priests for all spiritual 
blessings. That is the pure, unadulterated teaching of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Do intelligent Catholic people be- 
lieve it? They may ask, Do the priests themselves believe 
that doctrine? The answer is, If they do not, it is a crime 
to teach it to the people; and in either case the people are 
deluded into accepting that which is false. Error and false 
d6étrine are overthrown by the entrance into the mind and 
héart’of the knowledge of God, through Jesus Christ, who 
is’ out only High Priest, our only Mediator, 
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1879—1909: Thirty Years’ Work of Christ’s Mission 

The Thirtieth Anniversary meetings of the work of Christ’s 
Mission, which began the first Sunday of the New Year, will 
be continued during the month. Leading ministers of the 
various denominations will give addresses in the chapel of 
the Mission in commemoration of this event. The portraits 
and sketches of some of the priests who have been received 
out of the Church of Rome and welcomed at Christ’s Mission, 
will be of special interest at this time, particularly to the 
readers of The Converted Catholic, who have become ac- 
quainted with the work in recent years. Altogether more 
than one hundred and forty priests of Rome have come to 
Christ’s Mission, where they have received instruction in the 
Protestant faith and been helped to a new and better life. 
Many of these converted priests are now Protestant pastors 
and missionaries, physicians, teachers and business men. 


Continual Progress of the Work 

The work of Christ’s Mission has made continuous and 
steady progress year by year ever since its inauguration in 
1879. Much, not all, of the spiritual result among Roman 
Catholics—both clerical and lay—-has been chronicled month 
by month in The Converted Catholic; and thousands of 
Protestants have testified to the quickening and deepening of 
their spiritual life. Progress has also been made in respect 
of material things, as the splendid property now occupied as 
a headquarters for the Mission and a permanent Temple for 
the proclamation of Protestant principles testifies. It be- 
longs to all America. Its unsurpassed location and its ac- 
cessibility from all parts of the great city of four million 
people, not only give it a standing in the eyes of the com- 
munity higher than it has hitherto enjoyed, but greatly multi- 
ply its opportunities for doing the work of God. The ad- 
vantages of the location cannot be overestimated. 

Ever since the opening of the building on West Fifty- 
seventh street, the chapel accommodation, though much larger 
than in the old building on Twenty-first street, has proved 
inadequate for the congregations of Protestants and Cath- 
olics that have essembled there every Sunday. Pastor O’Con- 
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nor has referred to this subject on various occasions, in the 
hope that some friends would take the matter to heart and 
provide for the extension of the chapel. The lot on which 
the building stands would supply adequate room at the cost 
of a few thousand dollars. It is earnestly hoped that those 
who are interested in the Mission will see an opportunity of 
blessing to themselves and to the work in providing this 


enlargement. All the friends of this cause are co-workers 
with Christ. 


Roosevelt Defended by Priests and Condemned by Protestants 

One result of the agitation started by President Roosevelt’s 
letter advocating the election of a Roman Catholic to the 
Presidency of the United States, and the protest raised by the 
Lutheran pastors, has been that several priests have made 
speeches upholding the President and trying to make people 
believe that the fundamental principles of the Papacy are 
not antagonistic to the political principles and institutions of 
this country. Among these was one named McDermott, of 
St. Mary’s Church, Philadelphia. To his sermon, to which 
the Philadelphia Ledger gave three columns, reply was made 
by Dr. S. M. Vernon, pastor of West York Street Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in a powerful discourse showing much 
learning and polemical skill. In this sermon Dr. Vernon 
expressed a sincere wish to see all Roman Catholics be- 
come Protestant Christians. 

It is kind of Dr. Vernon and other ministers of the Gospel 
to invite Roman Catholics to enter the fold of Christ. But 
the Catholics can never have fellowship with Christ and with 
the members of Christian churches until they throw off the 
domination of the Pope, the bishops, and the priests, and 
are converted by turning to Jesus, the Great High Priest, the 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 


Subscriptions for 1909 are Now Due 

The good friends who have not renewed their subscrip- 
tions for this year will please do so now. If they do not, the 
Post Office authorities will call us to account for keeping 
their names on the mail list, and get us into trouble. 
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CHRIST’S MISSION SERVICES 


HE month of December, 1908, was a season of great 
T blessing in Christ’s Mission. The chapel was so well filled 

at every service that its enlargement has become a neces- 
sity. There is ample room in the lot on which the building 
stands to double the capacity of the auditorium. When that is 
done the chapel can accommodate two hundred persons more 
than at present; and the work of enlargement can be com- 
menced when the Lord pits it into the hearts of the friends 
who are interested and who have sustained the Mission by 
their contributions, small and large, to send the few thou- 
sand dollars needed for this purpose. 

Rev. James A. O’Connor, the pastor, was present at all the 
meetings and conducted the services. He preached on Sun- 
day, December 6,—‘Shall we have a Catholic President?” 

The Rev. Jay N. Taft, Ph.D., pastor of the First Congrega- 
tional Church, Elizabeth, N. J., preached on December 13 a 
great sermon, which is published in this issue. 


New Year’s at Christ’s Mission 

As Christ’s Mission was established in New York City in 
1879, and the Thirtieth Anniversary of the work occurs in 
1909, the opening service of the New Year was marked by 
greetings from pastors of representative churches of this 
city, who will be followed by other distinguished ministers. 

The Rev. George H. Smyth, of the Central Presbyterian 
Church, 218 West Fifty-seventh street—one of the good 
neighbors of Christ’s Mission—delivered a charming address 
which was characterized by such learning and eloquence that, 
though the speaker is a young man, there was evidence that 
the pulpits of the large churches in the city will be well 
manned by preachers like him when the veterans are called to 
their reward. 

Dr. Smyth was born in this city, where his father, who is 
still living, was for many years distinguished as a writer, and 
a pastor in the Reformed Dutch Church. 

Another speaker at this New Year’s service was Rev. 
Joseph Sanderson, D.D., LL.D., the most venerable Presby- 
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terian minister in New York City. Dr. Sanderson’s address 
is here published. He was a great friend of the late Rev. 
Dr. John Hall, of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, and 
has had intimate knowledge of the work of Christ’s Mission 
ever since its foundation. 


Greeting from Dr. Sanderson 


We have passed another milestone on our way to eternity, 
and if we follow the exhortation of Paul we shall forget the 
things that are behind, reach forth unto those which are be- 
fore and press towards the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

I do not think that Paul meant that we should obliterate 
from our memories all recollections of the past, but that we 
should not be content with what we had accomplished by 
our efforts in the work of God, but asking Him for for- 
giveness for our delinquencies in the past we should press on 
to nobler achievements in the future. God said to Joshua, 
“Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, and go 
over this Jordan”; as if he had said: “Your leader, who has 


done much good work both for you and me, can work no 
more, but, there is work to be done—you are responsible for 
that work,—therefore, start to work, push it forward to com- 
pletion.” 

It is recorded that one of the old divines composed and 
pasted on his house clock, as a continual admonition to him- 
self, these words, making the clock thus speak: 


Here my Master bids me stand, 

And mark the time, with faithful hand; 
What is his will, is my delight, 

To tell the hours, by day and night. 
Master, be wise, and learn of me, 

To serve thy God, as I serve thee. 

Yes, that is what God requires of each of us, in whatever 
circumstances in life we may be placed; as he said to the 
church in Smyrna of old: “Be thou faithful unto death, and 
I will give thee a crown of life.” 

It is difficult under certain conditions in life to be faithful to 
cur own souls and faithful in working for the good of others; 
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_ but it is encouraging to know, that God is observant of all 
our trials, that Christ is in sympathy with us in our work, 
and that the Holy Spirit is ready to help us. Therefore, we 
are constrained to hold on in our work, especially as we have 
the crown of life held out before us as a reward for our faith- 
fulness. 

On this first Sabbath of the new year, I greet every one 
present who has given himself or herself to Jesus and is 
working for Him, with this promise of the blessed Saviour to 
cheer: “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life.” 

Surely, this is a greeting that should make this a happy 
New Year to me and to each one of you. And if there is one 
here who has not given himself or herself to Jesus to be 
saved, let this be the day and this the hour, that you shall 
accept the offer of Christ to save you, placing your hand in 
that pierced hand of Jesus, and saying heartily to Him: 
“Jesus, I am Thine, save Thou me”; and Jesus in return will 
say to you: “From this day will I bless you,” and henceforth 


you shall be able to sing as you have never sung before: 


O happy day that fixed my choice 
On thee, my Saviour and my God! 
Well may this glowing heart rejoice 
And tell its raptures all abroad. 

Oh happy day, happy day, 

When Jesus washed my sins away, 
He taught me how to watch and pray, 
And live, rejoicing every day. 

But how shall I sufficiently greet our dear friend Pastor 
James A. O’Connor, the consecrated founder of Christ’s 
Mission, on looking back over the history of the work and 
the results it has accomplished? It has been the means 
of rescuing 140 priests from the errors and slavery of 
the Roman Church, and also many thousands of its lay de- 
votees, both men and women. I can find no more suitable 
language to address our dear brother than that spoken 
to the mother of the humanity of Jesus—with one word 
only changed: “Hail! thou art highly favored, the Lord is 
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with thee. Blessed art thou among men.” Yes, blessed art 
thou among men; for we know of no other man who has been 
used by God for the rescuing of so many souls from the 
thraldom of Rome as thou hast been. The Lord surely has 
been with thee during all these thirty years that thou hast 
labored, and hast not fainted in doing this great work. 

I greet you, therefore, as “the favored of the Lord.” He has 
given you patience and perseverance and great courteousness 
in your speeches and in your writings and in all your deal- 
ings with your fellow-men. God has given you the true, 
gentle spirit, and His gentleness has made you great, great 
in your patience, in your labors and in your success. 

Our prayer and our hope is that the success of your past 
work may be only the forerunner and foretaste of immensely 
greater success in the future. God said to his ancient people, 
“I will be better to thee than at thy beginnings.” May we 
not hope that God is saying that to you to-day, after the 
lapse of thirty years of splendid work, “I will be better to 
thee than at thy beginnings.” God had done wonders for his 
people at their beginnings. He had rescued them from bond- 
age, brought them forth with a mighty hand and an out- 
stretched arm, opened the Red Sea that they might have a 
passage on dry land, and overwhelmed Pharaoh and his hosts 
behind them; and then gave them a pillar of fire and cloud 
to lead them on their way. 

These were some of the things God had done for His people 
at their beginnings, but He promised to be to them better in 
the future than that. 

May God give such a promise to you, my brother, to-day. 

And let me greet this young brother, the Rev. George H. 
Smyth, who has delivered his initial address in this place 
to-day: 

I greet you as a fellow helper in this great work. You 
have come of good stock—of Covenanter stock. I know your 
father, a talented minister of Jesus Christ, and I knew your 
father’s pastor in Ireland, who was my fellow student in 
college in Belfast—also a very talented Covenanting minister. 
May God give you grace to follow in the footsteps of those 


who, through faith and patience, are now inheriting the 
promises. Amen and Amen. 
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Roman Catholic Allegiance 


A Roman Catholic is a person who has been made a Chris- 
tian by the pouring of water on the head by a priest, who 
has received his commission from a bishop, who has been 
appointed by the Pope of Rome, who has been made infal- 
lible by the votes of less than threescore Cardinals, three- 
fourths of whom are Italians. Such a Catholic Christian has 
his sins forgiven in confession, by the priest, who claims di- 
vine authority for the absolution—Ego te absolvo—“I ab- 
solve thee, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost.” After that absolution the Catholic Chris- 
tian is in a worthy condition to receive communion, that is, 
to receive into the mouth, in the form of a wafer, the body 
and blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ, the true God and 
the true man. That wafer, the Host, as it is called, has been 
consecrated by the priest during the service of the Mass, 
and though retaining the substance and form of bread it has 
been transubstantiated into the real person of the Son of God, 
the Saviour of the world, as He was on earth and as He is 
now in heaven, ever living to make intercession for all who 
call upon Him. 

That Catholic Christian cannot be married validly except by 
a priest; he cannot educate his children except in accordance 
with the priest’s dictates, or dispensation. All through life 
spiritual blessings can come to that Catholic Christian only 
through the hands of the priest, who, by the sacraments he 
alone can administer, is the channel of divine grace. And 
when life’s fitful fever is over, the Catholic Christian, being 
absent from the body, is not present with the Lord, but has 
gone into a place or state called purgatory, out of which the 
soul can be delivered by the priest’s masses, which must al- 
ways be paid for in good and lawful money,—no pay, no 
pray out of purgatory. All this a Catholic believes. 

Shall we as American citizens, by our votes, place such a 
man at the head of our government in accordance with the 
expressed wish of President Roosevelt? Will the American 
people enthrone that President’s lord and master, the Pope 
of Rome, in the White House? 
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Seven years ago I passed some weeks in England during 
a vacation, and on a Sunday morning after service in the 
City Temple, London, I stood on the corner of the street 
talking to an intelligent man, a typical Englishman of the 
middle class. In the course of our conversation the name of 
Queen Victoria, who was then living, was mentioned, and 
this man immediately raised his hat. After a little while I 
asked him why he did that. “Oh,” he said in an impressive 
manner, “we always do that when the name of the Queen, 
God bless her! is mentioned. We show her that mark of 
respect as our sovereign.” So we respect our President, chosen 
by the American people, as the ruler of the greatest nation 
on earth. But when Mr. Roosevelt deliberately encourages 
the spread of Roman Catholicism in the United States by 
advocating, even as possible and probable, the election of a 
subject of the Pope of Rome to the Presidency, he betrays 
the trust reposed in him by a free Protestant people. 


J. A. OVC. 


A Roman Catholic President 


\ prominent lawyer in Washington, D. C., writes under 
date of December 31, 1908: 
[ enjoy The Converted Catholic as much as ever. In view 
of our President’s queer letter respecting the eligibility of 
Roman Catholics for the Presidency of the United States, 
the need of just such an outspoken rebuke as you gave him in 
this month’s number is very apparent. I am sorry that more 
such true criticism has not been administered, but am glad 
that our Lutheran brethren spoke out so promptly and 


bravely. L. BL 
[The “queer letter’ of President Roosevelt received many 
“rebukes” from various quarters, but we think that of The 


Converted Catholic was very mild. We said that since Mr. 
Roosevelt began mixing with Roman Catholics he was not 


the same kind of a Protestant he was before. The Editor’s 
“Letter to Cardinal Gibbons,” in which the probability of 
having a Roman Catholic as President of the United States 
was discussed, and which appeared in the December Con- 
verted Catholic, has been published in pamphlet form. ] 
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THE TRUE AMERICANISM 


A Sermon Delivered at Christ’s Mission, by Rev. 
Jay N. Taft, Ph.D., Elizabeth, N. J. 


“One is your Master, the Christ, and all ye are brethren.” 
Matthew 23:10. 


remember that in our national life neither material nor 

mental progress is the principal thing to be considered, 
but manhood. Longfellow said, “The chief product of our 
native (New England) heath is men.” President Roosevelt 
tells us that all progress is material, mental, and moral. This 
is true, and the greatest progress of these is moral. “Ill fares 
the land to hastening ills the prey, where wealth accumulates 
and men decay.” 

A minister once preached from the words, “I keep under my 
body, and bring it into subjection.” A little boy who heard 
the sermon was asked by his mother to repeat the text. After 
several ineffectual attempts to quote it correctly, he said that 
the text had been, “I keep my soul on top.” 

I wish now to ask this question: Are we, the American 
people, keeping the soul of things national on top? Are we 
safeguarding our American institutions as we should? All 
the civilized people of the earth are reaching out for the things 
that we prize most highly; the German Emperor has been 
forcibly reminded that the day of the divine right of kings has 
passed away forever, and that his people regard vox populi as 
vox Dei; in Italy, the motherland of art and poetry and music, 
the State is being freed from ecclesiastical rule, thanks to its 
enlightened monarch, Victor Emmanuel, and the progressive 
statesmen around him. France has already come into her 
own, and thrown off the Papal yoke, and we may hope that 
Spain and Portugal will soon follow her example. Russia has 
its Duma, showing the dawn of the day when the people will 
rule, and even poor, benighted Turkey has started out to 
become a free nation, with liberty of the press and liberty: of 
conscience for all. 

In these seething days, when the nations of the world are 
making history with a speed never seen before, are we Amer- 
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icans safeguarding our “land of the free and home of the 
brave” against the evils which menace it? I would say here 
that I am not fond of controversy, and consider myself far 
from being a pessimistic alarmist or a bigot. 

The newspapers of the whole land have lately given to the 
American public three open letters of unusual interest—one 
from J. C. Martin, of Dayton, O., written to President Roose- 
velt during the Presidential campaign, asking if Judge Taft 
were a Roman Catholic; the President’s reply, in which he 
characterized all men as “narrow bigots” who would withhold 
their votes from any candidate for the Presidency because he 
was a Roman Catholic; while the third was that of the 
Lutheran pastors, representing the Synod of New York, who 
protested against the position taken by the President and 
boldly asked him to point out any error in their argument 
against the candidacy of a Roman Catholic for President in 
view of the attitude of the Church of Rome towards the fun- 
damental principles upon which the Government of this nation 
is founded. It is “up to” Mr. Roosevelt to reply. 

The Presbyterian Ministers’ Meeting of New York City 
and vicinity recently endorsed the action of the Lutherans 
in the following words: “We cordially endorse the letter of 
the Lutherans to President Roosevelt, and sympathize with 
them in their protest against the charge of ‘narrow bigotry,’ 
made against any who might refuse to vote for one, other- 
wise fit, who holds to some particular creed. . . . Itisclear 
that the antiquated policy of the Vatican, in its claim to su- 
premacy in temporal things as well as spiritual, renders it 
inadvisable, on purely patriotic grounds, to vote into high 
office any man who owns allegiance first to the Pope and 
then to the people.” 

Let it be noted that the action of these ministers—and 
of many others who have passed similar resolutions—is based 
solely cn patriotic grounds and not on sectarian feeling. 

It is Simon-pure Americanism; and, thank God, it is be- 
coming the “ism” of many lands, that a man shall be allowed 
to worship according to the dictates of his own conscience, as 
long as he does not interfere with the liberty of others. 

If history teaches anything, however, it is that one man 
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insists—and for him his whole hierarchy also insists—that 
he is the rightful ruler of the whole world in all things,— 
both temporal and spiritual. That man is the Pope of Rome 
—at present, Pius X. 

I speak now of official Rome—‘“the Vatican”—and not of 
the millions of more or less enlightened Catholics who are 
loyal Americans. Few of them have ever studied the history 
of their Church or of the Papacy. To the claims of the latter, 
as presented by their priests, they assent only theoretically. 
All Americans, however, whether Catholics or not, should 
never forget that Papal official utterances form the law of the 
Roman Church, and are binding on all its members, and that 
one of the boasts of that Church is that it is semper idem, 
“always the same.” 

What does official Rome say with regard to the temporal 
power of the Pope? Pope Boniface VIII, in the celebrated 
Bull Unam Sanctam, promulgated in A. D. 1302, said: 


In this Church and its power are two swords—to wit, a 
spiritual and a temporal, and this we are taught by the words 
of the Gospel. Both, therefore, the spiritual and the material 


swords are in the power of the Church, the latter indeed to 
be used for the Church, the former by the Church, the one 
by the priest the other by the hands of kings and soldiers, 
but by the will and sufferance of the priests. It is fitting, 
moreover, that one sword should be under the other, and the 
temporal authority subject to the spiritual power. We more- 
over proclaim, declare and pronounce that it is altogether 
necessary for salvation for every human being to be subject 
to the Roman Pontiff. 


The interpretation of this utterance can be read in the 
pages of the history of Europe made red with blood for 
centuries by the lust of the Papacy for dominion over the 
temporal affairs of nations. 

I fancy I hear some kind-hearted man, some really devout 
Roman Catholic (for thousands of such there are, who are far 
better than their system)—who has not studied the Papal 
claims, say, “But that Pope lived long ago and the Church has 
changed since then.” . 

Let us see. Come down to only fifty years ago and you can 
hear Pius IX condemn as an error the proposition that “the 





14 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 


Church must be separate from the State and the State from 
the Church.” He also said, “Liberty of conscience is a most 
pestiferous doctrine.” The same Pope described the work of 
the Bible Societies as a “pestilence” and a “defilement of the 
faith.” 

All patriotic citizens, both Catholics and Protestants, should 
recognize that the Pope’s last hope is “dear America.” 
Read the proceedings of their Missionary Congress in Chi- 
cago last autumn. He is losing his grip in Europe and 
in South America. You will not deny that O. A. Brownson, 
who left us, is one of Rome's best oracles. Hear him. “The 
people must have a master . . . one above the people. 
The first and last lesson to the people is obey . . . only 
a religion above the people can command them, and such is 
the Roman Catholic. . . . Godhas placed them (Americans) 
under the authority of the Catholic Church, Pope and all.” 
Friends, I know of nothing more insolent that this, unless 
it is the Papal practice, down through the centuries, in every 
land, where it has had power. 

Is it any wonder that Cardinal Gibbons has recently been 
beld enough to say that if we do “not divide school money 
between public schools and parochial schools we are unjust’’? 

Let us make it known that the scores of secret societies 
containing no Roman Catholics are not antagonistic to their 
neighbors who belong to that Church. Far from it. We 
know that, as a rule, they are as loyal tc the old Flag as we 
are. Under its folds many of them have spilt their blood in 
all our wars. 

I believe that if the issue were raised to-day, many of these 
fellow-citizens would fight for the freedom of the State from 
ecclesiastical control; but this is because they are better 
than their Church, the real claims of which are known by 
the utterances of those highest in authority. These constitute 
its Law. 

As a proof of this, we see the bulk of the priests, from 
lowest to highest, assent to the present Pope’s encyclical 
against what he calls “Modernism,” which simply means the 
use of the best thought in the interpretation of Holy Writ. 
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Some one has well said, “It is a religious duty to be scientific, 
as it is a scientific duty to be religious.” 

All lovers of their country should speak out against any 
system which is inimical to the institutions for which our 
fathers contended, whether they be Roman Catholic or Prot- 
estant. 

When you read of the restrictions placed by our fathers 
upon Catholics in our early history, do not exclaim, “Oh, 
what bigots!” Those men feared the evils which had cursed, 
other lands, in which the Papacy had ruled with a rod of 
iron. Mr. Martin and these Lutherans have the same fears, 
They fear to let any man be President who owns first allegi- 
ance to a foreign potentate, even though he profess to be a 
religious one. 

Recently in Jersey City a priest boldly and publicly con- 
tended that public money should be divided between the 
parochial and the public schools. When such men get votes. 
enough, how long will it be before this will be done in some 
of our cities? 

In the interests of a better Catholicism than that of the 
Roman hierarchy, I would say to the honest Catholic that I 
believe the evils to which I have referred largely spring from 
one tap-root, the false doctrine of Papal supremacy. As a 
matter of fact, this rests on mere fiction. 

There is not a hint in the New Testament that the pastor 
of the church in the city of Rome was head of them all. The 
first church was organized in Jerusalem; then came that at 
Antioch and others. Peter never claimed that he was su- 
perior to the other apostles. Certainly Paul did not deem 
him Pope, else he would not have openly reproved him and 
later informed the churches of his action. Gradually the 
pastor of the church in the metropolitan city of the Empire 
came into a large influence, as our own ministers do now in 
our large cities. It was only when the Roman Empire fell 
that the Pope seized upon Temporal Power and asserted 
Papal Supremacy over both churches and princes. 

Many people outside the Roman Church, as well as in it, 
believe that that Church existed first, and that all others 
split off from it. Nothing is further from the truth. For 
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more than five centuries after Christ the Bishop of Rome 
claimed no superiority over his brethren. The many millions 
of the Greek Church have never admitted it. The Christian 
Church in Britain was founded independently of Rome, and 
from the beginning, for centuries acknowledged no allegiance 
to her. History tells us that when Augustine went there late 
in the sixth century, the seven bishops refused to transfer 
their allegiance from their own Metropolitan to him. It is true 
that many years later the Churches merged, but in A. D. 701 
the National Synod of Osterfield declared that “the see of 
Rome cannot interfere with an Anglican Council, nor alter 
the decrees.” In the middle of the thirteenth century the 
Bishop of London said he “would have his head cut off be- 
fore he would consent to the slavery of such submission.” 

In the tenth century a great Council (probably inspired by 
Archbishop Gerbert) said, “Rome has already lost the al- 
legiance of the East. Alexandria, Antioch, Africa and Asia 
are separate from her. The interior of Spain knows nothing 
of the Pope.” 

Now, real Catholicism has never been divided. All who 
love and cbey Christ are Catholics. “Catholic” means uni- 
versal, but Papal sway has never been that. I speak in all 
honesty and sincerity. I am a Catholic. ‘ 

The only “Apostolic Succession” worthy the name is that 
which is apostolically successful in exhibiting the spirit and 
works of our blessed Lord, who was ever far remote from 
anything like religious or racial bigotry. 

Christ says, “One is your Master; Iam He.” “Search the 
Scriptures.” “Do justly, love mercy and walk humbly with 
thy God.” These things include all. This is “the simplicity 
which is in Christ.” This is the doctrine of the real “Holy 
Catholic Church.” “For in every nation he that feareth God 
and worketh righteousness is accepted of Him.” This is the 
only Catholicism worth the name; and in its name this Mis- 
sion comes to those who owe allegiance to the Pope to call 
them back to the simplicity which is in Christ—Christ the 
one Master over all consciences of brethren, all of whom are 
equal. 

We are all Old Catholics. We call you back to this, the 
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only Holy Catholjc Church. We remind you that it is the 
Roman Church that has split off from us, not we from it. 
It claims supremacy for Peter. He never claimed it for him- 
self nor did his brethren ever concede it. He did not pre- 
side at the first church Council; James did that. Rome makes 
Peter Christ’s vicegerent, but Paul “withstood him to his 
face, because he was to be blamed.” This is matter of rec- 
ord. 

The Papacy has been the one cause, above others, of di- 
vision among Christians. It first broke the Church into East 
and West, and then divided the West into Latin and Anglican. 

Real primitive Catholicism gave the people the services in 
their vernacular; the Papacy has substituted a dead language. 

Primitive Catholicism gave the people the Lord’s Supper 
as a memorial, but the Papacy substituted an unscriptural 
thing called the Mass, unknown to the Primitive Catholic 
Church, as is is now celebrated. 

Jesus said, “As ye go, preach”; but in the divisive Papal 
Church the performance of Mass has almost excluded preach- 
ing. “Put up thy sword,” said Jesus; “Use it for the Church,” 
say the Popes. 

The Roman Catholic Book of Devotion says, “Mary is the 
only hope of sinners.” Paul says, “Christ is our hope.” ; 
“Mary was made our mediatress,” says Rome. “There is 
one Mediator,” says the Book of God, the “Man Christ 
Jesus,” who speaks directly to every soul and makes him a 
joyous witness for that God who only can forgive sins and 
send forth the saved to be the free, happy saviors of their 
fellow-men. 

This is the one Holy Catholicism, the one glad Gospel, free 
from all Papal political entanglements, to which we call all 
men in the name of Him who said, “One is your Master, even 
Christ, and all ye are brethren.” 


Christ’s Mission Work 
FORM OF BEQUEST. 


I give and bequeath to Christ’s Mission, organized in the City of 
New York, according to the Laws of the State of New York, the sum 
of $...... to be applied to the use and purposes of said Mission 


All communications can be addressed to Albert B. King, President; 
George A. Hampton, Treasurer; or James A. O’Connor, Secretary of 


the Board of Trustees, at the Mission House, 331 West 57th St., 
New York. 
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Christ’s Mission Converts From Rome 

N the office of Christ’s Mission are portraits of one hun- 

dred priests who have turned away from the errors 

and superstitions of Rome to seek and find salvation as 
it is in Jesus. The portraits of many of these gentlemen 
have appeared from time to time in the pages of The Con- 
verted Catholic during the last twenty-five years. As, how- 
ever, some of our Catholic friends may not have seen them 
and may, like the French-Canadian priest whose letter is 
given elsewhere, even have doubts as to whether priests ever 
do leave the Roman Church, the portraits of some of them 
will be given in these pages this year, and sketches of some 
of these ecclesiastics. 

One of the first priests who came to Christ’s Mission was 
a Father Kenny, from the diocese of Buffalo; this was in 
1880. He died many years ago. 

Then there was the Rev. Felix J. O’Hare, who had been 
educated in the College of the Propaganda, Rome, Italy, also 
in 1880. He graduated in medicine from the Eclectic Medi- 
cal College of New York City, and became a surgeon on the 
Atlantic steamship companies. 

In the same year the Rev. J. F. McNamee came to Christ’s 
Mission from Liverpool, Eng., where his family occupied a 
prominent position in commercial life. From Christ’s Mis- 
sion Brother McNamee went to Crozer Seminary, and be- 
came a successful Baptist pastor in Minnesota. 

The Rev. E. H. Walsh came from the Trappist monastery 
in Kentucky, also in 1880, and was a successful worker in the 
Reformed Catholic cause in Brooklyn until his death in 1895. 

In 1880 a Father Patrick Burke came from Dublin, Ireland, 
where he had been a priest. After spending several months 
in New York, he became a missionary in the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, and died in the West several years ago. 

The Rev. Stephen Dekins had been a Protestant in his 
youth, but became a Roman Catholic and prepared for the 
priesthood under a Father McDonnell. He became a minister 
in the Methodist Protestant Church. 

The Rev. Dr. Frank Edge Kavanaugh was a native of 
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Brooklyn, and had been educated for the priesthood. After 
his renunciation of Roman Catholicism he entered Princeton 
Seminary, took a university course at Harvard, and became 
a Presbyterian pastor. Dr. Kavanaugh was one of the most 
brilliant men that ever came to Christ’s Mission. 

Several priests came to Christ’s Mission in 1881, among 
them the Rev. Dr. Erastus Proth, a native of England, who 
had been ordained priest by Bishop Vaughan who after- 
wards became Cardinal. Dr. Proth was one of the first 
priests set apart for Catholic work among the colored people 
in the United States. But after two years in St. Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic Seminary in Baltimore, an institution for 
the education of negroes for the priesthood, he came to 
Christ’s Mission and renounced the Roman Catholic faith. 
It is a remarkable fact that in 1905 the Rev. Dr. J. R. Slat- 
tery, the Superior of that Seminary, and one of the foremost 
priests in the United States, renounced the priesthood and 
withdrew from the Roman Catholic Church. Dr. Slattery’s 
reasons for taking this step appeared in The Converted Cath- 
olic for October and November, 1906 (Volume XXIII). 

The Rev. D. F. McFaul, the gentleman whose picture ap- 
pears upon the next page, is also one of those priests who 
renounced the Roman Catholic faith and withdrew from the 
priesthood in 1881. He is a native of Maine, and was edu- 
cated for the priesthood and ordained in St. Mary's Seminary, 
Baltimore, where the Rev. James A. O’Connor, the founder 
of Christ’s Mission, had completed his education for the 
priesthood and been ordained (one year after McFaul), after 
his course of study in the Seminary of St. Sulpice, Paris, 
France. St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore is also a Sulpician 
institution. 

Dr. McFaul was one of the best beloved priests of his 
native State, where members of his family also occupied 
prominent positions. After renouncing the Roman Catholic 
Church he pursued a course of study at Drew Seminary, 
Madison, N. J., and became a minister of the Wilmington 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, where he is 
still officiating. 
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Rev. Daniel F. McFaul. 








Rev. Thomas Barbieri. 
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Various are the means used by Almighty God to accom- 
plish His purposes in bringing souls to a knowledge of the 
truth. In 1880 Pastor O’Connor officiated at the marriage of 
the Rev. J. V. McNamara and Miss Charlotte Gilmour, of 
Brooklyn, and as Father McNamara—as he was generally 
called—had been conspicuous both as a priest of Rome and 
in the work of reform, the newspapers gave wide publicity 
to his marriage. A letter of Pastor O’Connor to the New 
York Sun, in reference to the marriage of priests, was read 
by Father McFaul in his presbytery in Maine; and, as he 
said afterwards, he enjoyed it so much—the genial way in 
which the matter was discussed; the historical references, and 
the delicacy of its discussion of the unnatural condition of 
celibacy imposed on all Roman priests, whether they like it 
or not—that he resolved to visit the writer in New York at 
the first favorable opportunity. He was able to fulfill this 
purpose, which was born of a spirit of humorous curiosity, 
when he came on a brief vacation to New York some months 
later. Little did he know then, how the providence of God 
guides the destinies of men. He intended to remain in New 
York, as Paster O’Connor’s guest, only one week, but after 
attending the services, which were then held in the Masonic 
Temple, he decided not to return to his Catholic parish in 
Maine, or to resume his priestly duties, but to follow the 
Gospel which he had heard from the lips of one who had 
been a priest like himself; and for twenty-eight years he has 
been a faithful minister of that Gospel. 

Brother McFaul will be one of the preachers during the 
meetings this season in commemoration of the Thirtieth An- 
niversary of the work of Christ’s Mission. 

With the first portrait published of a priest who came to 
Christ’s Mission is also given the portrait of Rev. Thomas 
Barbieri, the latest priest who sought its assistance, and 
whose renunciation of Romanism, with a sketch of his life, 
appeared in the December Converted Catholic. Mr. Barbieri 
will continue his studies in preparation for missionary work 
among his Italian brethren. 


(To be continued. ) 
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Letters from Priests 

From the beginning of the work of Christ’s Mission in 
1879 it has been a haven of rest for Roman Catholic priests 
who desire a better and purer life than the Church of Rome 
by its false doctrines and corrupt practices could bestow on 
them. This season several priests have come to the Mission 
personally and letters have been received from others not 
only in this country but from priests in other lands. The 
following are samples of these letters: 


November 14, 1908. 

Esteemed Sir:—I appeal to the goodness of your heart in 
regard to the position in which I find myself. 

I am a Roman Catholic priest, forty years old. At a tender 
age I was placed in the Roman Seminary where I remained 
eleven years, never leaving it until I was ordained a priest. 
I attained distinction in my studies at the Lyceum, and re- 
ceived the degree of Doctor in Theology. 

Then for ten years I was a professor of philosophy in one 
of the largest seminaries in the Roman Catholic Church. 

I have published a work on Moral and Social Philosophy in 
two volumes, which met with approval, and I was nominated 
by the Pope himself a Prelate and Canon of the Church 
of 





By degrees I came to realize the unsoundness of the doc- 
trines of my Church, and that I was in a false position; for 
several years past I have desired to escape from it. 

To this end I wish to have an occupation which may give 
me a livelihood and liberty of soul. But this is very difficult 
in my country, especially to one who, like me, occupies 
a high position in the priesthood. 

I pray you earnestly, dear sir, to procure for me in Amer- 
ica some employment with a good Christian gentleman, or 
in some institution of learning or business establishment. 

I shall be happy when, as an ordinary citizen, I can earn 
the means to support myself, and my soul be free from 
spiritual bondage. 

Besides perfect honesty of purpose I have an excellent 
general education. With all my soul I beg of you to grant 
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my request. I am studying the English language with zeal 
and industry, and if I came to live in America, I feel sure 
that I should soon be able to speak it. 

In person, I have a very presentable appearance, and look 
much younger than I am. 

I am fond of work and I am sure that I should soon be 
appreciated for my perseverance and willingness. 

I enjoy the esteem of Doctors and 
ministers here, to whom I can refer you. 

I hope. sir, that you will be able to send me a favorable 


reply, and in the meantime thanking you in anticipation, I 
remain, 





, Christian 





Yours most faithfully, 
R. V. 

One of the Christian ministers referred to by this gentle- 
man commends him in the following letter: 

November 20, 1908. 
My Dear Mr. O’Connor :— 

The undersigned has known Prof. ——-— for some months, 
esteemed him highly for his scholarship and for his gentle- 
manly bearing, and earnestly recommends him to friends in 
America, in the hope that someone will help him to find 
suitable employment, and thus provide him a way of escape 
from the bondage of the priesthood, and a chance to become 
an earnest worker for Christ. It is impossible for him, as 
a high ecclesiastic, after leaving the Church, to find a suitable 
eccupation in this country. He has some knowledge of Eng- 
lish, and is unusually intelligent and quick to learn. Help 
him, if you can. 

N. W. C. 
From an American Priest 

Dear Sir:—I wish to leave the Roman Catholic Church, for 
many reasons, among which are the following: 

First, although the Roman Catholic Church, with many 
fine words extols the charity towards all men which the Gos- 
pel commands, she does not manifest it to those who will not 
sacrifice their reason and conscience in obeying her. 

Second, because many most excellent men, who for many 
years have devoted their best intellectual strength to learn- 
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ing and study do not receive the recognition they deserve, 
but on the other hand are despised like those who seek to in- 
troduce innovations. 

For these reasons, among others, I desire to leave the Ro- 
man Church, and to be instructed in the Protestant faith. 

Let me say with regard to myself that after graduating 
from the University, I made my theological studies in Rome 
from 1900 to 1906. Then I returned to the University, and 
for four years had been a professor. 

I have also written much, and will send you some of my 
works. 

A. L. 

+ Ss S 


A priest in Canada writes as follows: 


December 4, 1908. 
Dear Sir:—Some very zealous Protestant friends of yours 
are continually sending me your Magazine, The Converted 
Catholic, and I a Roman Catholic priest of the true Church 
of Christ read it, and then burn it so that it cannot contami- 
nate God’s elect.. I write to ask you a question: I do not 
believe you ever converted any priests of our Church to the 
Protestant faith. If so, please give me a list of their names. 
I cannot and will not believe you. I confess your paper is 
excellently well written, but it is a very dangerous one. If 
our members are leaving the Church, what is the cause? Can 
you tell me? Please pardon my bad English, for I am 
French. 
A Catholic Priest. 


| That priest’s letter shows that he does write good Eng- 
lish. If he will continue to read The Converted Catholic he 
will learn why so many priests leave the Roman Catholic 
Church, and are converted. No human agency can convert 
a priest or any other person. That is the work of the Holy 
Spirit. As a matter of fact over 140 priests who have come 
to Christ’s Mission have renounced the Roman Catholic 
Church, and accepted the Protestant faith, trusting in Christ 
alone for the salvation of their souls.—Ed. C. C.| 
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From a great educational institution comes the following: 

I have a brother, a Roman Catholic priest, who wishes to 
embrace Protestantism. As I am told that in New York or 
in Baltimore, Catholic priests are received into Protestantism, 
I would like to have some information about that, and if a 
position could be found that would enable him to live an 
honest life, suitable to his position. He is a parish priest and 
lives on the revenues of his church. I would be very much 
pleased and grateful to you for such information. 

Dr. G. M. 





A Most Hopeful Letter 


At the service in Christ’s Mission, Sunday, December 27, 
1908, the following letter was read by the Rev. Thomas Bar- 
bieri, the priest who came tothe Mission from the Roman 
Catholic Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, on East 
115th street, in this city, and who since then has been as- 
siduously preparing himself for missionary work among his 
Italian brethren. The letter was written by his father, a 
business man, to whom Mr. Barbieri had communicated his 
change of faith, and his hopes for a life of happiness and use- 
fulness in preaching the true religion of Christ to his country- 
men: 

December 12, 1908. 

My Dearest Son:—Yesterday I received your letter, which 
pleased me very much. I am glad that you are well, and I 
am happy to tell you that all of us here are quite well also. 

Many persons do not like the course you have taken in 
changing your religion, and they have said that I was angry 


with you. But that is not true. I have not spoken to any 
person against you, because I know your good heart was 
loving and true to me. 

About the religion which you have embraced, I do not 
pretend to distinguish which is best, not having had the op- 
portunity to decide regarding this matter. 

In my opinion the best religion is that which teaches the 
love of God, the love of your family, and care for yourself 
and for others 

Your mother and two sisters send you their best love and 
a thousand kisses; and I send you my benediction. 

Archangel Barbieri. 
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MILTON, THE POET OF PROTESTANTISM. 


OHN MILTON was born in London, December 9, 1608. 
His father, also named John Milton, was the son of 
Richard Milton, of whom it has been said that he was 


one of the sturdiest adherents of the old Roman Catholic 


religion that had been left in his part of the country. The 


son, however, had become a Protestant, and, having been 


that account, came to London in the year 1586 


This John Milton, the father of the poet, was a man of good 
brought up his children as sound Protestants 

\t Cambridge University, John Milton, as might be expected, 
had a great record for scholarship. He did not become a clergy 


man because of what he styled, “tyranny that had invaded the 


Church.” He was not in harmony with the high prelacy which 
Laud, who had been Bishop of London sine 628 s estab 
lishing and maintaining in the Church of England. So he d 
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he Scots follows The English Puritans gave all the aid the 

uld to the Scots, and in 1640 the “Long Parliament” met 
london. The Westminster Assembly of Divines called by the Long 
Parliament met on July 1, 1643. Milton’s writing ere attacked 

his Parhament. Then Milton wrote his first great treatise 
lhe Areopagitica,” an appeal for the liberty of unlicensed print- 
ng to the Parliament of England. This appeared in 1644. Mil 
ton was too independent in his religious views, even for Oliver 
Cromwell. When the army of King Charles I. was routed 


Milton 
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the factors by his brilliant writings in that civil war. King 
Charles was brought to trial by a High Court of Justice, and 
on January 30, 1049, he was brought to the scaffold in front of 
Whitehall Palace, London, Milton wrote a pamphlet on this 
subject, justifving the conviction of King Charles as a tyrant 
Through all the vears of turmoil that followed, Milton’s activity 
Was conspicuous in his writings, always in defence of civil and 
religious liberty. He had the greatest admiration for Cromwell, 
though he did not always agree with his political views. Oliver 
| 


Cromwell died in 1658, but the Protectorate of Richard 


Cromwell lasted only until the next vear. 

In 1060 the Convention Parliament met, and on May 1, it 
resolved that the Government by King, Lords, and Commons 
should be restored; and on May 29 Charles II. made his tri- 
umphal entry into London. The chief republicans had by that 
time been scattered, and John Milton was in hiding in an ob- 
scure part of the city of London. By almost a miracle he es- 
caped the scaffold, though a decree was issued that all his writ- 
ings should be burned by the hangman. Irom overwork, Milton 
became blind in 1652, when he was but forty-four years old. 
His great work, “Paradise Lost,” had been in contemplation 
for twenty vears, and during his vears of blindness he kept work- 
ing at this masterpiece. In April, 1667, he concluded an agree- 
ment with the publisher for the printing of his epic. It is inter- 
esting to note that he sold the manuscript of the poem to the 
printer for £5 ($25) down; the promise of another pound after 
the sale of the first edition of 1,300 copies, and further promise 
of two additional sums of five pounds each after the sale of two 
more editions of the same size. Thus all his copyright of * Para- 
dise Lost” was sold for £17 and a contingency of £52 more in 
three installments. 

In 1673, under the dissolute reign of Charles II. there burst 
forth a ery of “No Popery,” which Milton took up in a pam- 
phlet under the title of “True Religion, Heresy, Schism, Toler- 
ation, and what best means may be used against the Growth of 
Popery.” Milton died November 8, 1674. 


In all his writings his Protestantism is most pronounced. 
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His Sonnet on the Massacre of the Waldenses in the valley 
of Castelluzzo, in 1655, is well known: 


“Avenge, O Lord, thy slaughter’d saints, whose bones 
Lie scattered on the-Alpine mountains cold; 
Kven them who kept thy truth so pure of old 

When all our fathers worshipt stocks and stones, 

Forget not: in thy book record their groans 
Who were thy sheep, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piedmontese, that roll’d 

Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 

The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 

To heaven. Their martyr’d blood and ashes sow 

O’er all the Italian fields, where still doth sway 

The triple tyrant; that from these may grow, 


na eat ten 


\ hundredfold, who, having learned Thy way, 
Early may fly the Babylonian woe.” 
The Pope was the “triple tyrant,” and though he may still 
wear the triple crown as a symbol, like so many other false 


pretences of the Papacy, it is now only a fiction since the 


temporal power was abolished in 1870 and Italy became a 
united country. By dethroning the Pope the Italian people 
fled from the Babylonian woe; and from the bluod and ashes 
of the martyred Waldensians has grown ten thousandfoid 
the Protestant faith o’er all the Italian fields; and even the 


recent terrible earthquake will open new doors for the Gospel. 


MILTON ON HIS BLINDNESS. 


When I consider how my light is spent 
Ire half my days in this dark world and wide, 
And that one talent, which is death to hide 
Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent 
To serve therewith my Maker, and present 
My true account, lest He, returning, chide 
“Doth God exact day-labor, light denied?” 
I fondly ask. But patience, to prevent 
That murmur, soon replies, “God doth not need 
Either man’s work or his own gifts. Who best 
Bear His mild yoke, they serve Him best. His state 
Is kindly; thousands at his bidding speed, 
And post o’er land and ocean without rest; 


They also serve who only stand and wait. 
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Milton’s tercentenary was commemorated last month by 
many Protestant churches and literary societies. Of course, 
the Roman Catholics did not celebrate his birthday. But 
if any one handed Cardinal Gibbons one hundred dollars for 
a requiem high mass for the repose of the soul of Milton’s 
grandfather, Richard Milton, the good Catholic, there would 
have been a big celebration in the cathedral at Baltimore, 
with a full choir chanting solemn music, priests in black, 
and a huge catafalque in front of the altar, surrounded by 
lighted candles; and the ceremony would be concluded with 
incensing the catafalque, as if Richard Milton’s body were 
there; and prayers for the deliverance of his soul from purga- 
tory would have been offered, though even the Pope him- 
self could not guarantee his ultimate release from that hole. 

Doubtless Richard Milton wished that masses should have 
been said for the repose of his soul, but his Protestant son 
knew better than to waste money in that way. 


Cardinal Gibbons and the Schools 
By Rev. G. E. Srroprince, D.D. 

In a recent communication to the New York Times, covering 
more than three columns, signed in script, “J. Card. Gibbons,” 
this prelate bewails the present and increasing immorality of 
this country and proposes a remedy, 

The remedy (as might be suspected ) is the old one of the 
adoption of the church schools (parochial and others) by the 
State and the instruction of the children in morals by the re- 
ligious teachers of those sch ols, these teachers to be paid by 
the State. 

The answer of the American people to this proposition is, 
“No, never!” and that for three sufficient reasons. 

First: Such an arrangement would be unconstitutional. Among 
the fundamental principles of this Government is that of total 
separation of Church and State, which makes it contrary to law 
to appropriate any public monies to any institution owned or 
controlled in whole or in part by any religious organization. 


That this is a wholesome restriction appears in the fact, that 


where it is departed from, as notoriously in New York City, 
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where the ruling political party is controlled by the Roman 
Catholic Church, the results are disastrous, 

Second: The Roman Catholic Church has driven the Bible 
(the best text-book on morals) out of the schools and then has 
turned around and called these schools immoral and godless. 
It looks as though this Church had labored to produce a con- 
dition in order that it might exploit a theory. But the Amer- 
ican people with their eyes open now to these machinations are, 
as a consequence, not only too resentful, but also too wise, to 
tolerate any further interference with the public schools by this 
meddlesome Church. 

Third: The Roman Catholic Church has not made an enviable 
record in the matter of teaching good morals. Its failure in 
this respect is especially conspicuous. If we are to apply the 
rule, “By their fruits ve shall know them,” then judged by the 
standard of the inculcation of morals, this Church has shown 
itself glaringly defective. To the degree that it dominates a 
people, they decline in virtue. Those countries, where by reason 
of relentless persecution, its rule has been for centuries undis- 
puted, are the most degraded, And in this land the increase 
in immorality and crime is coincident with the immigration from 
Roman Catholic countries. Consulting the court and prison rec- 
ords, in the column that gives the religion of the criminals, it 
is found that the initials “R. C.”’ (Roman Catholic) occur witha 
tedious but impressive uniformity. Who are the 3,000 ex-con- 
victs of European countries to-day infesting New York 
City? Roman Catholics. Who are the members of the Black 
Hand, the Italian Camorra, and the Mafia? Roman Catholics. 
Who are the Paris “Apaches” and Belgian criminals who are 
organizing the horrible “white slave” traffic in this country? 
Roman Catholics. 

Shall the State adopt the Roman Catholic schools of this land 
and out of its funds support them? Not unless it is anxious 
to make matters worse here than they are, not unless it 
would increase among us the growth of unrighteousness. 

NO, NEVER! Let “J. Card. Gibbons” (fresh from his secret 
interviews with the Pope and his brother Cardinals in Rome) 


take his proposition somewhere else. 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS. 


The following letter from our Washington correspondent, 
whose contributions have so frequently instructed and de- 
lighted the readers of this Magazine, will be read at this sea- 
son with great pleasure: 

Dear Pastor O’Connor—lIt is my desire to send a special 
greeting to Volume Twenty-six of the grand Magazine issued 
from Christ’s Mission which, with the opening new year, 
begins its visitation of light and life in its course around the 
world, ever bright with the rays of the Sun of Righteousness. 
Even as the natural sun enlightens the face of Nature and 
enables man to draw forth for all his needs those hidden 
stores of wealth and rich supply awaiting his energy in putting 
forth his God-given powers to take and apply the same ac- 
cording to their various uses, so does The Converted Cath- 
olic carry forth, to all who will, the Spiritual Bread and 
Water of Life! 

Blending as it does historical, political and religious topics 
with the various conditions of times past and present it is 
invaluable as a family Magazine, and I cannot fail to express 
the heartfelt wish that it may continue to increase more and 
more its hosts of friends at home and abroad; and that to 
its beloved and honored Founder and Editor may come a 
rich reward for all his work of love herein manifest; that he 
may be strong in health of body and spirit, and for years and 
years to come may he stand at the helm of this true Life-boat 
which has already rescued thousands of struggling mortals 
imperiled in seas of difficulty and danger. 

God bless Volume Twenty-six of The Converted Cath- 
olic, and make it a steadily increasing power for righteous- 
ness, not only in our own beloved Republic, but in all other 
lands and the islands of the sea! 

May all the requisite financial conditions be duly con- 
sidered and abundantly supplied by all who appreciate in any 
degree the greatness and the blessedness of the Thirty Years’ 
work of Christ’s Mission, in remembrance of our dear Lord’s 
command: “Freely ye have received, freely give.” 

M. C. M. Fisher. 
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The Rev. Dr. Albert B. King, whose learned contributions 
to this Magazine have so often been read with interest and 
profit, writes thus under date of January 1, 1909: 

Dear Brother O’Connor—Our excellent Magazine, The 
Converted Catholic, is now twenty-five years old, and to- 
day begins the twenty-sixth year of its vigorous, useful life. 

Who can give all the details of the precious work ac- 
complished by Christ’s Mission, of which The Converted 
Catholic is the organ? I know much because associated 
with you for so many years. You know very much more, 
for if Louis XIV could say, “L’ état, c’est Moi!” (“I am the 
State!”’), so could you, but for the restraints of humility, 
make a similar remark about Christ’s Mission. You, by the 
grace of God, are its founder, and for thirty years have con- 
tinued to be its director. Through many difficulties and 
sorrows, but with many cheering tokens of success in your 
efforts to save from destructive error deluded Roman Cath- 
olics, you have been the means of leading out of the darkness 
of superstition into the brightness of the true Gospel, one 
hundred and forty priests, and over ten thousand lay mem- 
bers of the Roman Church. 

Our Almighty Father, who has so blessed you in the past, 
will more abundantly bless you in 1909. 

Our good Brother O’Connor, in this work of faith and labor 
of love, represents all true Protestants, who should esteem 
it a privilege to unite in zealous efforts to secure sufficient 
funds for the support and extension of the Christ-like work 
of Christ’s Mission. 

In fullest sympathy, 
Albert B. King. 
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Editor O’Connor’s Letters to Cardinal 
Gibbons 
Eighth Series. 
No. 1. 
331 West Fifty-Seventh Street, New York, January, 1gog. 

Sir:—In this First Number of the Twenty-sixth Volume of 
The Converted Catholic, I begin the Eighth Series of these 
Letters to you, and in the first of this Series, while wishing 
you the compliments of the New Year, I hope you will take 
into serious consideration some recent developments of the 
intolerance and bigotry inherent in your Church which some 
good American people thought had passed away, with other 
medieval monstrosities. 

As American citizens, we all desire to live in peace and 
harmony; and as professing Christians, we ought to be tol- 
erant of each other’s differences in our pilgrimage on the road 
to Heaven. The followers of Christ should not jostle their 
neighbors or thrust them aside because their views may differ 
as to the wisdom of using this or that part of the highway; 
and they do not, as I can testify after an experience of thirty 
years in Protestant missionary work. The apostle Paul says 
that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. Any person, therefore, who wishes to be accounted 
a follower of Christ calls upon His name, and the promise is 
that he shall have salvation. Such a Christian does not con- 
stitute himself a judge of his fellow-travelers, even though 
there may be differences in their views on things non-essen- 
tial. The main thing is to have the same faith in the Son of 
God as Saviour and Redeemer, who offered Himself on Cal- 
vary—once for all—for the sins of all men. “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,” Paul says again. 
He was speaking to an individual, the jailer at Philippi, but 
this declaration embraced all mankind, excluding none; even 
as the words of the Lord Jesus Himself when He preached in 
Galilee to the multitude that came to hear Him—and the 
common people heard Him gladly—“Come unto Me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
My yoke upon you, and learn of Me, and ye shall find rest 
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unto your souls, for My yoke is easy and My burden is 
light.” This is what the Church of Christ teaches through- 
out the world, even though its various branches may be as 
different parts of the great highway to the City of our God. 

Do you agree with this plain Biblical statement of the prin- 
ciples upon which the Church of Christ is founded? I am 
sorry to say you do not. In a mixed assembly you may ob- 
serve a discreet silence regarding this subject, and in the 
printed page omit all reference to the doctrine of your Church 
that there is no other Church of Christ on earth but the 
“Holy Roman Catholic,” and that out of that Church there is 
no salvation for any human being. 

I have before me, while writing this Letter to you, the 
circular letter of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 
calling the annual meeting in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, this 
city, last month, issued under date of December 7, 1908, from 
Archbishop Farley’s office, 462 Madison avenue, with an 
urgent plea for largely increased funds for the work of the 
Society. One of the chief inducements to extract money 
from the Catholic people was the following statement of the 
field of the Society’s operations: 

“THE MISSION FIELD.—There are in the world about 
1,500 millions of human beings. Of that number only 275 mil- 
lions belong to the Church of Christ; the others are Prot- 
estants, Schismatics, Infidels or Heathens.” 

This was not written hundreds of years ago by a Pope in 
Rome, or by fanatical Jesuits, or the monks of the Middle 
Ages, but here in this city, only last month, and endorsed by 
Archbishop Farley himself, and signed by the Rev. John J. 
Dunn, Spiritual Director of this Roman Catholic Society. 

The members of the Scciety are promised spiritual bene- 
fits, or, to quote the words of the circular, “a share in the 
prayers and merits of the missionaries, and are entitled to 
numerous Plenary and Partial Indulgences. Over 10,000 
Masses are offered every year for the living and dead as- 
sociates.” 

The meeting of the Society was held at St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
dral on Sunday afternoon, December 13, when Archbishop 
Farley presided, and 4,000 persons were present. The multi- 
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tude there assembled were told that as there was ho sal- 
vation out of the Roman Catholic Church, it was their duty 
to contribute large sums of money for the purpose of bring- 
ing into the “true Church” “Protestants,” “Heathens? and 
“Infidels.” 

Again I ask you, Cardinal, Do you agree with this ex- 
clusion from the Church of Christ of your Protestant friends 
and neighbors from whom you have received so many favors, 
personal, social and political—including President Roosevelt? 

We can only judge of your attitude on this point by your 
published statements, and from these we learn that you do 
whole-heartedly endorse the most extreme statement of this 
doctrine. In an “approbation” printed in the beginning 
of “Catechism of Catholic Doctrine, Number 3,” by the Rev. 
Michael Muller, C.SS.R., published by Benziger Brothers, 
the great Catholic firm of this city, you say that this volume 
is “strongly marked by soundness of doctrine, . . . pre- 
cision in expressing and defining Catholic truths.” 

In the answer to Question 7, Section 3, under the heading, 
“No salvation out of the Catholic Church,” it is said, “Out 
of the Roman Catholic Church, no one can be saved, be- 
cause Jesus Christ never gave nor will he ever give any other 
Church for the salvation of men. Those, therefore, who do 
not care to seek their salvation in the Roman Catholic Church, 
can never have the least hope to be saved in a religion of 
their own make.” 

Lower down, the answer to Question 1o is: “When we 
zay ‘I believe the holy Catholic Church, we firmly believe: 
That out of the Catholic Church there is no salvation; and 
that we are willing even to die for this faith.” 

On page 114 and 115 of this Catechism we find the follow- 
ing questions and answers. The latter are interesting, even 
if some of them are not characterized by as much “precision 


in expressing” historical facts as in “defining Catholic truths.” 
We read; 


“When did many bad Catholics fall away from the Catholic 
faith? 
“In the sixteenth century, many bad Catholics in Germany, 
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France, England, and Scotland, fell away from the Catholic 
faith. 

“Who caused so many bad Catholics to fall away from the 
Catholic faith? 

“Those who caused many Catholics to fall away from the 
faith are: 

“rt. Martin Luther, a bad Catholic priest in Germany; he 
was the founder of the German Lutherans. 

“2. Henry VIII, a wicked Catholic King of England; he 
was the founder of the Episcopalians ; 

“3. John Calvin, a wicked Catholic of France; he was the 
founder of the Calvinists; 

“4. John Knox, a bad Catholic priest in Scotland; he was 
the founder of the Presbyterians and Puritans. 

“What have these apostate Catholics always been called? 

“Those apostate Catholics have always been called Prot- 
estants, because they have always protested against the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 

“What do Protestants believe? 

“Protestants believe whatever they choose to believe, and 
therefore we see so many kinds of Protestants.” 

Let me ask you once more, Cardinal, whether in your inter- 
course with your Protestant friends you refer to those in- 
tellectual giants and spiritual leaders of the Reformation as 
“apostate and bad Catholics?” However, there it is in Mul- 
ler’s Catholic Catechism, bearing your imprimatur, for the 
instruction and edification of all “good Catholics.” Luther, 
Calvin, Knox and all the other mighty heroes of the Reforma- 
tion have left a numerous progeny, spiritual children in the 
Lord, who are well able to speak for themselves and can tell 
you—if they deem it worth while—what they think of their 
exclusion from the Church of Christ by you. As for me, 
however, let me speak out boldly as representing the Cath- 
olics who are pouring out of your Church in such large num- 
bers every day in every country, and who rejoice in the sal- 
vation of God in company with all those good Protestants, 
who, in spite of all you may say, are conscious of their real 
membership in the Church of Christ and are blessed in their 
lives and works, the Spirit of God bearing witness with 
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their spirits that they are the children of God, heirs of Heaven 
and joint-heirs with Christ. 

I have no wish to appear prejudiced against the Roman 
Catholics, my former friends, or to seem to influence the 
American people in that direction. Rather do I feel as the 
Apostle Paul did towards the Jews, when he said: “My 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might 
be saved.” 

Still, you and Archbishop Farley and other members of 
the hierarchy ought to forsake your hypocritical ways. I do 
not care to use the kind of language that Mr. Roosevelt has 
learnt from you and other high priests of Rome since he 
began to use you as pawns in his political games, but he 
should certainly make room for you in his Ananias Club. 
There “merit” should “raise” you to similar “bad eminence” 
as that which, according to Milton, placed Satan where he 
“exalted sat” in hell. 


High on a throne of royal state, which far 
Outshone the wealth of Ormus or of Ind, 

Or where the gorgeous east with richest hand 
Showers on her kings barbaric pearl and gold, 
Satan exalted sat, by merit raised 

To that bad eminence. 


The statement of Archbishop Farley that there are only 
275 millions of persons on earth who are in the Church of 
Christ is one that merits the “shorter, uglier” term, in the 
Rooseveltian dictionary. Although you would not venture 
to make any such statement at a Protestant dinner-table, you 
and your priests do not hesitate to say it to your own people. 

You know also, as well as I do that your Church has 
slaughtered hundreds of thousands of members of the Church 
of Christ for no other reason but that they would not obey 
the Pope of Rome. It will be sufficient here to remind you 
of the crusade of extermination waged against the Albigenses 
by Innocent III—the Pope whom Leo XIII admired most 
of all his predecessors and whose reputation he most en- 
vied—in which 200,000 persons were murdered by the Pope’s 
agents. Indeed, so savage was the onslaught on one city— 
Beziers—that Catholics as well as Protestants were destroyed 
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by the Papal troops; because, when the question was asked 
as to how the heretics were to be distinguished by the sol- 
diers from the Catholics, the reply was given: “Slay them all! 
God will know His own!” 

Nor need I refer to the wholesale destruction of the Hugue- 
nots, the flower of the French nation in 1572, at the instiga- 
tion of Pope Pius V, who had before his death threatened 
Charles IX with the fate of King Saul if he held back his 
sword from shedding the blood of his subjects. The Mas- 
sacre of St. Bartholomew is a blot of blood on your Church, 
Cardinal, that can never be wiped out. That crime has cried 
to heaven for vengeance. 

Twenty-one years later (1593) Henry of Navarre, who had 
been educated in the Huguenot faith and had fought for it, 
forgot his God, and in order to occupy the throne of France, 
as King Henry IV, became a Roman Catholic. “The crown 
of France,” he said, “is surely worth a Mass”; just as the 
young Princess Ena, of Battenberg, the granddaughter of. 
Queen Victoria of England, said, three years ago, when she 
married King Alfonso, “The crown of Spain is worth a 
Mass.” 

In 1598, the Edict of Nantes was issued by this King Henry 
IV, whereby full liberty of conscience was granted, and the 
public exercise of the Protestant religion. By this decree 
two hundred towns in France came into the hands of the 
Protestants. The Edict of Nantes was revoked by Louis 
XIV in 1685. By this Revocation the further exercise of the 
Reformed worship was declared illegal. It ordered the dem- 
olition of all the Protestant churches. It commanded the 
' Protestant pastors to quit the kingdom within a fortnight, and 
forbade them to perform any clerical functions on pain of 
the galleys. All Protestant schools were closed, and all in- 
fants born subsequent to the Revocation of the Edict were 
to be baptized by priests and educated as Roman Catholics. 
All refugees were required to return to France and abjure 
their religion within four months, and after the expiration of 
that term non-compliance was to be punished with confisca- 
tion of their property. This clause was significant: “Those 
Protestants who have not changed their religion shall be al- 
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lowed to dwell in the cities and places of each kingdom un- 
molested till it shall please God to enlighten them, as He 
has others.” That meant “until they shall be converted by 
the Dragonnades.” The Huguenots were exiled and slaugh- 
tered because you say they did not belong to the Church of 
Christ. Shame upon you! 

As we have entered upon a New Year, Cardinal, we may 
assume that it is the desire of your heart to live long enough 
to see the realization of Mr. Roosevelt’s dream—or shall I 
Say, suggestion?—-of a Roman Catholic in the White House. 
President Roosevelt stirred up the Protestant sentiment of 
the country to such a degree that the fulfillment of your 
hopes may not be realized, however strenuously you may 
labor. It may be that he had in mind that one of his suc- 
cessors should be a “liberal” Catholic or a converted Cath- 
olic who had accepted the Protestant faith. In his famous 
correspondence with the Storers—‘‘Dear Bellamy” and “Dear 
Maria”—he wrote to the latter, May 18, 1906: “You must 
remember that there are many people who feel about their 


religion just as you feel about yours. They can no more 
understand your turning Catholic than you can understand 
Catholics turning Protestant. Some of the best people I 
have ever met were Protestants who had originally been 
Catholics.” 


I must not extend this letter further now, Cardinal, as I 
shall have more to say to you next month, and before your 
great friend in Washington takes his departure for Africa. 
In that connection it is probable that after March 4, you and 
Archbishop Ireland and other members of the hierarchy, will 
not have quite such ready access to the White House as 
during the last seven years. For this the American people 
will be thankful. There will be, it is true, a certain lonesome- 
ness when President Roosevelt is gone, but, while you will 
miss him, this country at large will be able to say, with the 
man who carved his feelings upon the tomb of his con- 
tentious wife, “I’m lonely now—but powerful peaceful.” 

Yours truly, 
James A. O’Connor. 





